SUMMER PROJECT



Due: 1st Monday of school
Perspective Essay

AP World History

Mr. Anderson

Select a current event or issue from the last TWO years. It can be a specific event which affected the world in some way, or an ongoing issue which has been the topic of debate within this time period. Then write an essay discussing how the event in our time would be seen from the perspective of someone in the past AND someone in the future (you must include BOTH). How would someone from the Middle Ages, for instance, view the ongoing war in Afghanistan? How will history judge it 100 years from now? Put yourself in their shoes and try to see it from a different point of view. Would it be a big deal to them? Or is it just not that significant in the history of the world? How would they feel about this being so big a deal to us?
This assignment is NOT asking you to give your opinion on the subject or spend most of the essay describing what the issue is. The point of the essay is to imagine how someone else in different time periods would see the issue—so most of the essay’s body should be on that subject. It should also not avoid the issue entirely by saying things like “A person from the Middle Ages would not understand the technology involved, so they wouldn’t have an opinion.” 
I am asking you to imagine how someone in those time periods would see the issues of OUR TIME. Please do not make the mistake of simply explaining what their time was or will be like without discussing how they would view things in our current time. For example, if you told someone from 1820s America that 200 years later mixed-race marriages would not only be legal but common, how would they react?
Since writing is such an important part of this course, your essay will be judged not only on its content (whether you addressed the issue correctly according to the parameters of the assignment) but also on its form. Therefore, you should be using standard essay format, with an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.

